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ARCH-BISHOP USHER. 


E, was born in the City of Dublin, in Ye 
in St. Nicholas's Pariſh, Anno, 1580. His 
Father, Mr. Arland Uſher, was brought up in the 
ſtudy of the Law, a Clerk of the Chancery. | 
His Mother, Mrs. Margaret Stanihurſt, I knew, 
and was at her burial: his Grand- father by his mo- 
ther's ſide was James Stanihurſt (whoſe name he bore) 
was choſen three times Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons, in Parliament of Ireland; the firſt in 
ucen Mary's days, the other two in Queen E/iza- 
beth's, in the latter of which he made the firſt mo- 
tion for the founding of a College and Univerſity 
in Dublin ; he was Recorder of that City, one of the 
Maſters of the Chancery, and a man of great wiſdom 
and integrity. | 

His Uncle was Richard Stanihurſt; his Books 
of diverſe ſubjects, ſhew him to be a very learned 
man, famous in France and other Nations, between 
whom and this Reverend perſon many learned let- 
ters paſſed. 

His Uncle by his father's fide was Henry Uſher, 
one of his Predeceſſors, Arch-biſhop of Armagh, 
educated at Cambridge; a wiſe and learned man. 

He had a brother, Ambroſe Uſher, who died in 
his younger years, a man of great parts alſo, excel- 
ling much in the Oriental Languages. He did tran- 
late the Old Teſtament out of FHebreco into Engliſb, 
from Gene/is to the book of Jeb, which is ſtill preſerved 
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under his own hand; but deſiſted from proceeding 
on a New T; ranſlation coming forth in King James 
time. 

Two of his Aunts, who by reaſon of their blind- 
neſs from their cradles, never ſaw letters; taught 
him firſt to read. Their readineſs in the Scripture 
was marvellous, being able ſuddenly to repeat any 
part of the Bible, making good that uſual ſpeech, 
Cæcorum mens oculatiſima. Thus much for his 
Stock and alliance, wherein I have imitated the 
Holy Writer of the life of Samuel, who in the firft 


Chapter begins with the like of him. 


Now for this Reverend Perſon himſelf. At eight 

years old he was ſent to the Grammar School ; 
Sir James Fullerton (who was afterwards Leger Am- 
baſſador in France, and died in a great Office at 
Court) was his School-maſter (near to whom in 
Henry the Seventh's Chapel, Weſtminſter, by order 
of his Highneſs the Lord Protector ; the Arch- 
Biſhop was buried.) 
Fe, with Sir James Hamilton, (afterwards Lord 
Viſcount Clandeboiſe) Uſher of the School, was then 
ſent out for Scotland by King James, upon another 
deſign, only diſguited in that employment: They 
came very opportunely for founding him in learning ; 
where there was then a barenneſs of ſuch able men 
for that end, which he often acknowledged was the 
providence of God towards him. 

At ten years old was the firſt time he could re- 
member he found in him a true ſenſe of Religion 
in his ſerious converſion unto God; it was inſtru- 
mentally by a Sermon he heard preached upon 
Rom. 12. 1. I beſeech you brethren, by the mercies of 
God, &c. His reading then of ſome notes taken in 
writing from Maſter Perkins (before his Works were 
printed) concerning the ſanctifying of the Lord's 


day, 
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day, which took ſo with him, that he was ever after 
careful to obſerve it. He then read in Latin Sr. Au- 
guſtine's Meditations (or thoſe which go under his 
name) which ſo moved him, that he wept often in 
the reading of them. I; | 
4 Upon the accuſtoming himſelf thus to good du- 
ties in his tender years, the Devil endeavoured to 
nip him in the bud, by divers ſorts of terrors and 
affrightments, ſleeping or waking, tending to che 
diſcouragement of him in a way of godlineſs, which 
till then he had never been diſturbed with. He 
conſtantly applied himſelf to prayer, and at length 
was heard in that be feared, being delivered from 
them, by ſome unuſual way of ſupport and comfort; 
it took that impreſſion an him, that it was freſh in 
his memory 1n his elder years. 
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As he could not be frighted out of that courſe 
4 of godlineſs the Devil laid a bait of pleaſure to with- 


4 draw him, by ſome of his friends teaching him to play 
4 at Cards, by way of recreation, which he found him- 
ſelf fo delighted with, that it not only took place of 
the love of his Book, but began to be a rival, with 
that ſpiritual part in him; upon the apprehenſion of 
which he gave it over, and never played after. 
At twelve years old, he was ſo affected with 
Cbronology and Antiquity, that reading of Sleidan on 
the four Empires, and other Authors, he drew out 
43 an exact ſeries of times, when each eminent perſon 
z lived. In the ſpace of five years he became ſo per- 
4 fectly inſtructed in Grammaticis, Rhetoricis, - Poe- 
ticis; as to excel in Poetry, which he then found 
himſelf to be fo delighted with, that he refrained, 
leaſt it ſhould have taken him off from more 
ſerious ſtudies. url | N * 
At thirteen years of age he was admitted into the 
 Coledge of Dublin, being the firſt Scholar that was 
entered into it: And 1 have heard it was fo 
ö | deſigned 
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deſigned by the Governers of it, obſerving the 
pregnancy and forwardneſs of him; that it might 
be a future honour to the College, to have it upon 
record in the Frontiſpiece of their Admiſſion Book, 
and ſo accordingly the firſt Graduate, Fellow, Proc- 
tor, and all other degrees, originally from thence. 


And now Sir James Hamilton, hitherto Uſher of 


the School, was choſen Fellow of the College, and 
became his tutor; whom 1 have often heard ad- 
miring his quickneſs and proficiency, who ſoon 
equalized his teachers. | 

He had no Greek till he came to the College, 
where he was taught that and the Hebrew ; in both 
which he is known to have excelled. 

The education which the College then gave, 
was very eminent. | 

At fourteen years old he was admitted to receive 
the Communion. | 

The afternoon before which, his uſual cuſtom was 
to ſequeſter himſelf in ſome privacy, and ſpend ſome 
time in ſtrict examination, and penitential humilia- 
tion before God for his ſins, that ſtreams of tears ran 
from his eyes, which he often reflected upon, as an 
exemplary provocation, and cenfure of himſelf, 
when he was of elder years. 

I have often heard him ſpeak of a certain place 
by the water ſide, whither he frequently reſorted ſor- 
rowfully to recount his fins, and with floods of tears 
to pour them out in confeſſing them; the fruit 
of which he found to be ſo fweet to his ſoul, that 
he thirſted on all occaſions for ſuch ſequeſtrations, 
and fo uſually on Saturdays in the afternoons it was 


his cuſtom: One fin he lamented was, too much 


love of Books, and human learning, that he ſhould 
be as glad of Monday, as of the Lord's day for his 
ſervice; it coſt him many a tear that he could not 
be more Heavenly minded. LED 5 
i 
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At fifteen years old, he had made ſuch a profici- 
ency in Chronology, that in Latin he drew up an 
exact Chronicle of the Bible, as far as the Book of 
Kings, not much differing from that of his late Au- 
nals, excepting the enlargements in ſome exquiſite 
obſervations, and the Syncroniſmes of heathen ſtory: 
about that time he had a ſtrong temptation fell upon 
him, that God did not love him, becauſe he had 
no outward afflictions, or troubles of conſcience, oc- 
caſioned by certain expreſſions he had read in 
ſome writers, and was therefore long under ſome 
trouble about it. 

Before he was Bachelor of Arts, he had read Sta- 
Pletons F. oy of the Faith, and finding his confi- 
dence in producing antiquity for the tenets of Popery, 
and blotting the Proteſtant Church with Novelty, in 
what we diſſented from them in; he was put to a 
plunge with himſelf; hence he then took up a firm 
reſolution, that he would read the Fathers carefully 
over, and as | take it, he began that work at twenty 
years of age, and finiſhed it at thirty- eight. 

The Earl of Eſſex, in the year 1598, being newly 
come over, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and Chan- 
cellor of the Univerſity of Dublin, there was a ſolemn 
act for his entertainment, Uſher being then Bachelor 
of Arts, anſwered the Phyloſophy Act, with great 
approbation. | 

At this time his Father's intention to ſend him 
over to the Inns of Court for the ſtudy of the Com- 
mon Law, (as Calvin was ſo delighted by his to the 
Civil) much diſturbed him, yet in obedience to his 
Father's pleaſure, he aſſented to it. But it fo 
fell out, that not long after, his Father died, (Au- 
guſt 12, 1598) and being then at hberty to make 
choice of his ſtudies, devoted himſelf to that of 
Divinity. | | 
Now behold another occaſion of diſturbance; his 

5 Father 
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Father left him a very good eſtate in Land, but 


finding he muſt have involved himſelf in many ſuits - 


at Law, to rhe withdrawing him from his Studies, 
gave it up to the benefit of his Brothers and Siſters, 
and ſuffered his Uncle to take Letters of Admini- 


ration for that end, being in thoſe years reſolved to 


put himſelf upon the Providence of God, to whoſe 
ſervice in the Miniſtry, he had devoted himfelf, not 
doubting but he would provide for him, only that it 
might not be judged to be weakly and raſhly done, 
he drew up a note under his hand of the ſtate of all 
things that concerned it, and gave directions what 
to do concerning it. | 
When he was nineteen years old he was called to diſ- 
pute with Henry Fitz Symonds, the Feſuit, confined in 
the Caſtle of Dublin, as himſelf acknowledgeth in the 
| Preface to his Book called Britanno Machia Miniſ- 
. #Frorum, (the fruit of which by him expected, and 
prayed for with a Faxit deus, viz. Their deſtruc- 
tion; or ending in Popery, I wiſh may not be reap- 
ed). The occaſion of that diſpute was, the Jeſuit 
by: way of challenge, (as was interpreted) uſed theſe 
words; That be being a Priſoner was like @ Bear tied 
to a Stake, and wanted ſome to come 10 bait bim, as in 
his Epiſtle to the Reader, he boaſteth of the chal- 
lenges he had made) upon which this eminent perſon 
in thoſe his younger years, was thought fit to encoun- 
ter him, though at their meeting, like Goliab and 
David, Symonds deſpiſed his youth. He offered to diſ- 
pute with him through the controverſies of Bellarmine, 


for which once a week a meeting was agreed on, 


and it fell out the firſt ſubject propoſed was de Anti- 
chriſto, twice or thrice they had Solemn diſputations, 
though the Jeſuir acknowledgeth but one; he was 
ready to have proceeded, but the Jeſuit was weary 
of it, yet gives him a tolerable commendation, and 
admires 
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admires the forwardneſs of him, at ſuch young 
years. Some of his words are theſe : * There came 
&« once to me a youth of about eighteen years of age, one 
« of @ too ſoon ripe wit, ſcarce, as you would think, 
e gone through his courſe of Philoſophy, or got out of 
cc his childhood, yet ready to diſpute on the moſt ab- 
firgfe points of Divinity.” And afterwards the ſame 
Jeſuit living to underſtand more of him, ſaid, he 
was, Acatholicorum doctiſſimus, an unuſual, but a 
tender expreſſion, loath to call him a Heritic, mean- 
ing among ſuch as are not Catholick, the moſt 
learned. 7 IM £7 

When about twenty years of age Anno 1600, he 
commenced Maſter of Arts, and now by reaſon of 
the ſcarcity of Preachers, (it being, as in Samuels 
time, here, the word of God was 2 three young 
men of the College were picked out, and appointed 
to preach in Chriſt-Church before the State. The 
one was Mr, Richardſon ; the ſecond was one Mr. 
Welſh; and the third was this Learned Primate; his 
part was to handle controverſies againſt Popery, 
which he did moſt perſpicuouſly. He was at the 
uſual time of Ordination, the Sunday before Chriſt- 
mas day (Anno 1601), ordained, (with the aſſiſtance 
of other Miniſters) by his Uncle, Henry Uſher, 
Arch-Biſhop of Armagh, and Primate of Ireland. 

The firſt text he preached from publicly before the 
State, after his Ordination, was Revel. 3. 1. Thou 
haſt a Name that thou liveſt and art dead: It fell out 
to be the day of the Battle of Kinſale, the Friday 
before Chriſtmas day; and it being a day ſpecially ſet 
apart for Prayer, for a good ſucceſs upon that en- 
gagement; and being his firſt fruits in that Office, 
might poſſibly be the moſt efficacious. He then be- 
gan that epiſtle to the Church of Sardis which he 
afterwards finiſhed. | 

A plot was then e that, if the Spaniards 

| got 
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the better, the Proteſtants were to have been 
ſlain by the 1riþ Papiſts, both in Dublin and elſe- 
where, but eſpecially Miniſters, without any diſtinc- 
tion whatever. | 

But after the Spaniard's overthrow, at Kinſale, the 
hopes of the Jriſb as to that deſign, which was diſco- 
vered being loſt, they began again to ſubject them- 
ſelves to the State. Suddenly the Statute againſt 
Popery being again ſuſpended, the power of the 
High Commiſſion was withdrawn: The Papiſts pre- 
ſently withdrew themſelves; the Proteſtant Mini- 
ſters were diſcouraged, and all good men's hearts 
grieved, and Popery from that time returned to a 
higher Tide than before, and overflowing its former 
Banks, like a general Deluge over the whole Na- 
tion. . 

Upon this, the ſpirit of this holy and eminent 
Perſon (like St. Paul's at Athens), was ſtirred within 
him, and preaching before the State at Chriſt-church 
Dublin, on a ſpecial ſolemnity, did, with as much 
prudence and fortitude as might become his young 
years, give them his ſenſe of the danger of tolerat. 
ing Popery; And made a full and bold application 
of that paſſage in the viſion of Ezekiel, chap. 4. 6. 
where the Prophet &y lying on bis fide, was to bear the 
iniquity of Fudah forty days, ſaying, I have appointed 
them a day for a year, even a day for a year, (as the 
old tranſlation of that Bible he then uſed, reads ir, 
which 1 have printed, 1601, and hath a note by 
him in the margent). This by conſent of interpre- 
ters, ſignified the time of forty years to the deftruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, and that Nation for their Idolatry. 
He then made this direct application in relation to 
the connivence of Popery, From this year will I 
reckon the fin of Ireland, viz. That thoſe whom you now 
embrace ſhall be your ruin, and you ſhall bear this 
miguity, | 323 
J having 
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I having occaſion of late years, further to con- 
ſider this prediction, found it to be Juſt forty years to 
the late Rebellion and deſtruction of Ireland, in 
1641, done by thoſe Papiſts, and Popiſb Prieſts 
then connived at. : 

He reſerved the notes of that Sermon, with the 
year and day he preached it; and, it is the more 
obſervable, that it was one of the laſt he wrote out, 
word for word, afterwards putting his meditations 
wholly upon the ſtrength of his memory, and God's 
aſſiſtance of him: and whether preached in 1641 
or in the beginning of 1642, the account is the ſame; 
for though that Maſſacre began in OFober 23, 1641, 
yer they continued their murders, and bloody 


cruelties till 1642. Now, what may be thought 


of this, I leave to the judgment of others; only give 
me leave to ſay, it is a very obſervable paſſage, and 
if ir may be conceived to be a prophetic impulſe, 


he was another Samuel, who in his youth was ſent 


on the like meſſage to Eli, relating the ruin of his na- 
tive country, That the Lord would do ſuch a thing in 
Vrael, that whoſoever heard it, both bis ears ſhould 
tingle. And what a continued expectation he had 
of the judgment on his native country, I can wit- 
neſs, from the year 1624, when [I had the happineſs 
firſt to know him, and the nearer the time approach- 
ed, the more confident, he became, to my often 
wonder and admiration, though there was nothing 
then viſibly tending to it. 

He conſtantly came over into England once in 


three years, and ſpent one month at Oxford, an- 
other at Cambridge, the third at London. 

The firſt Church-preferment he had, (which was 
given him by Arch-Biſhop Loftus, a little before his 
death) was, the Chancellorſhip of St. Patrick's, Dub- 
lin, to which he added no other benefice. He uſu- 
ally went to Finglas, a mile from Dublin, and 
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preached every Lord's day, unleſs upon extraordi- 
nary occaſions he were detained. 

His anſwers in prayer were many, and very ob- 
ſervable in the return of his deſires in kind, and 
had it often immediately when diſtreſſed, the Pro- 
vidence of God took care of him, but more el- 
pecially the laſt time 1 ſaw him, in confirmation of 
his dependance on God in his elder days, as to 
what extremities he was brought unto, and deli- 
vered from. 

When he was twenty-ſeven years old, Anno 1607, 
he com menced Bachelor of Divinity, and imme- 
diately after was choſen Profeſſor of Divinity in the 
Unverſity of Dublin. 

Being about thirteen or fourteen years Profeſſor 

there, as he was a great ornament to it, I have ſeen 
many years ago, three Volumes of his lectures wrote 
with his own hand, it would be an honour for that 
Univerſity to have them publiſhed. 
When he performed his acts Prod Latin 
Sermon, Lectures, Poſition, in anſwering the Divi- 
nity Act, and the reſt, he committed nothing to his 
pen, but only the heads of the ſeveral ſubjects, and 
as, with his Engliſh ſermons, put all upon the 
ſtrength of his memory. 

Anno 1609, there was a great diſpute about the 
Herenagh, Terman, or Corban Lands, which anciently 
the Corepiſcopy recerved, the rents of which concern- 
ed both Biſhops of England and Ireland, on which 
he wrote a learned treatiſe. | 

Not long after this, the Proveſtſhip of the College 
of Dublin, falling void, he was unanimouſly elected 
by the Fellows, but forcſecing that his Miniſtry 
would be hindered, he refuſed, it notwithſtanding it 
had a good annual allowance; ye ſee by this, how little 
the things of this World appeared in his eyes. 

Anno 1612, he proceeded Doctor of Divinity, 
created by Primate Hampton, his P redeceſſor; one 
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of his Lectures pro gradu, was of the 70 weeks to the 
Nlaying of the Meſſiab, Daniel, 9. 24. The other 
out of Revel. 20. 4. concerning the ſenſe of that, 
viz. The Saints reigning with Chriſt a thouſand years, 


tracts in this age very ſeaſonable, but theſe are ſome- 


how loſt. | 
Anno 1613, he publiſhed that book de Eccleftart 
Chriftianari ſucceſſione and ſtatu, magnified by Ca- 


Jaubon and Scultetus, in their Greek and Latin verſes; 


it was ſolemnly preſented by Arch-Biſhop Abbot, to 
King James, as the eminent firſt fruits of that Col- 
lege of Dublin; it is incomplete for about 300 years, 
from Gregory 11. to Leo. 10. i. e. from 1371, 
to 1513, and from thence to this laſt Century. . 
Anno 1615, there was a convocation of the Clergy, 
in Dublin, when the articles of Ireland were com- 
poſed and publiſhed, he being appointed to draw 
them up. And now he wanted not enemies to 
ſcandalize him to King James, under the title of a 
Puritan (ſo odious with the King in thoſe days) on 
purpoſe to prevent any further promotion of him; 
but it ſo fell out, that it was the occaſion of his ad- 
vancement, for King James being in ſome fear of 
him on the ſcore of his eminence and learning, 
fell into a converſation with him, and received fuck 
abundant ſatisfaction of the ſoundneſs of his judgment 
and piety, that notwithſtanding the oppoſition of 
great ones, the King made him unexpectedly Biſhop 
of Meath, in Ireland, and I have heard, did often 
boaſt, that he cas Biſhop of his own making. 
While he was Biſhop Elect, he was choſen to 
preach before the Houſe of Commons, Feb. 18, 
1620, in St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter. | 
Upon his return into Ireland, he was conſecrated 
Biſhop of Meath, at Dro gheda, by Primate Hamp- 
ton, with the aſſiſtance of two ſuffragan Biſhops ac- 
cording to the cuſtom, and the then Book of Con- 
ſecration; there was given him an Auagram of 
his 
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his name, as then he was to write himſelf, whick 
he made good ever after, viz. James Meath (I am 
the ſame) he did not now ſlack in his conſtancy of 
| — bound by the Motto of his Epiſcopal 
Seal. Væ mihi fi non Evangelizavero, woe unto 
me if I preach not the. Goſpel. | 

He had many Papiſts in his Dioceſs, whom he 
endeavoured by private diſcourſe, to convert; at 
length they were contented to hear him preach ſo it 
were not in a Church, he condeſcended to their ex- 
ception, and preached in the Sefton Houſe; and the 
ſermons wrought ſo much upon ſome of them, that 
the Prieſts prohibited the people hearing him in any 
place ever after. 

Anno 1622, there was a cenſure of ſome Papiſts 
in the Star Chamber, for refuling to take the oath of 
Supremacy, he was called thither to inform them of 
it before ſentence, which occaſioned that learned 
Speech of his to that purpoſe, Printed with his 
Engliſh Works. | 

While he was Biſhop of Meath, he anſwered 
that Challenge of the Jeſuit Malone; and his coming 
over for the Printing of it, occaſioned another learn- 
ed tractate of the Univer/ality of the Church of Chriſt, 
and the Unity of the Catholick Faith, in a Sermon 
preached before King James, upon Epbęſ. 4. 13. 
Till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, &c. 

While he was in England, Primate Hampton dy- 
ing, he was made (Anno 1624) Primate of Ireland, 
the hundredth Biſhop of that See from the firſt, ſup- 
poſed to be Patricius, who lived in St. Auguſtine's 
time, 400 years after Chriſt, | | 

When he was thus promoted to the higheſt ſtep 
his profeſſion was capable of, he became till 
more humble and laborious in preaching: Till 
preaching too often beyond his ſtrength, to the 
overmuch waſting of his ſpirits, for weeks toge- 
ther, at the requeſt of ſome miniſters in Hex to 

ave 
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have him preach upon the Week days, becauſe 
they could not come to hear him on the Sundays, he 
fell into a Quartane Ague, which held him three 
quarters of a year. | | 

After his recovery the Lord Mordant, afterwards 
Earl of Peterborough, being a Papiſt, and deſirous 
to draw over his Lady to the ſame religion, agreed 
there ſhould be a meeting of two Prime men 
of each profeſſion, to diſpute what might be in con- 
troverſy between them. Lord Mordant's Lady provi- 
dentially made choice of the Lord Primate, and pre- 
vailed with him, though newly recovered, and ſcarce 
able to take that journey. The Jeſuit choſen by 
the Earl, went under the name of Beaumond, but 
his right name was Rookwoed, (brother to Am- 
broſe Rookwood, one of the conſpirators of the 
Gun- Powder Treaſon. The place of Meeting was at 
Drayton, in Northamptonſhire, where there was a 
great Library, ſo that no Books of the Ancient Fa- 
thers were wanting, as there might be occaſion. The 
Points propoſed were concerning Tranſubſtantiation, 
Invocation of Saints, Images, Viſibility of the Church, 
&c. three days being ſpent in diſputation, three hours 
in a forenoon and two hours in an afternoon. 

After the third day of Meeting, the Lord Primate, 
being opponent, and the Jeſuit, according to his de- 
lire, taking the counter part againſt him, who, the 
morning about the time he was uſually expected, ex- 
cuſed his coming to the Earl any more, by ſaying, 
That all the arguments be had framed within his own 
bead, and thought he had them as perfect as his Pa- 
ternoſter, were gone, he had forgotten them, and could 
not recover them again: So that he believed it was the 
juſt judgment of God upon him, thus to deſert him in 
the defence of his Cauſe, for, the undertaking of him- 
elf to diſpute with a man of that eminency and learn- 
ing, without the licence of his ſuperior. W hereupon 

the 
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the controvercy ended, and the Earl upon fur- 
ther diſcourſe with this Lord Primate, was by 
the bleſſing of God converted, and became a Pro- 
teſtant, and ſo continued to his laſt day. This 
I had from an eye and ear witnels of the tranſaction, 
which is further confirmed by a Secular Prieſt ( Chal- 
loner), who writing a Book againſt this Beaumond, 
bids him, beware of coming any more to Dray- 
ton, leſt be meet another Uſher there, by the foil then 
given him, to the diſhonour of his Profeſſion and him- 
elf. | 
7 Ever after this, the Counteſs of Peterborough owed 
him great reſpect, and upon his loſſes in 33 
and other diſtreſſes there, ſhe took him to her own 
bouſe, with whom he lived about nine or ten years, 
and died there. For which, whereſoever this pre- 
cious Box of Ointment is opened, in calling to mind 
the memory of this holy man; let it be ſpoken in me- 
morial of ber. 

Anno 1626, in Auguſt he returned into Ireland, 
where he was received with all the expreſſions of 
Joy that could be given; where 1 had the happineſs 
to wait on him from hence thither, and now I am 
come within the compaſs of my own knowledge. 

The diſcourſes which daily fell from him at his 
table, in the clearing of difficulties in the Scripture, 
and other Subjects, eſpecially when learned men 
came to viſit him, was of great advantage to ſuch as 
were capable of them; It put me often in mind of 
that Speech of the Queen of Sheba to Solomon. 
Happy are theſe thy Servants that continually ſtand 
about thee, and hear thy wiſdom. And ſuch was his. 
humility, as he would in practical Subjects apply 
himſelf to the information and ſatisfaction of the 
pooreſt and weakeſt perſon that ſhould defire it; nay, 
ſometimes he would rather incline towards ſuch, than 
to others more learned, which ſtrangers have wonder- 

ed 
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ed at; as the Diſciples marvelled at our Saviour's talk- 
ing with the poor Woman at Samaria, and anſwering 
her queſtions, rather than heeding of them. 

The order obſerved in his family as to prayer, 
was four times a day; In the morning at ſix, in _the 
Evening at eight, and before dinner and ſupper, in 
the Chapel, at each of which he was always preſent. 

On Friday in the afternoon conſtantly an hour in 
the Chapel was ſpent in going through the princi- 
ples of Religion, in the Catechiſm, for the inſtruc- 
tion of the Family. And every Sunday in the Even- 
ing, he had a repetition of his Sermon in the Chapel, 
which he had preached in the Church in the fore- 
noon: two of us had this charge upon us in his 
houſe. | * 

In the Winter evenings he conſtantly ſpent two 
hours in comparing of old M. S. of the Bible, 
Greek and Latin, whereat five or ſix of us aſ- 
fiſted him, and the variæ lectiones of each were taken 
down by himſelf. | 

In Michaelmas Term, Anno 1626, there were 
propoſitions made, and ſome offered to be aſſented 
unto by the Papiſts, fora more full toleration of their 
Religion : ſuch as the maintaining of 500 Horſe and 
5000 Foot, wherein the Proteſtants muſt have bore 
| ſome ſhare alſo; for the determining of which 
a Convention of the whole Nation, Papiſts and 
Proteſtants, was called in the Lord Deputy Falkland's 
time. The Meeting was in the Hall of the Caſtle of 
Dublin. . The Biſhops by this Lord Primate's invi- 
ration met' at his houſe, he and they unanimouſly 
ſubſctibed a Proteſtation againſt the toleration of Po- 
- pery; the Original of which I have given a Copy, 

with the ſeveral names ſubſcribed, as follows: 
C The 
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The Judgment of the Arch-Biſhops, and 
Biſhops of Ireland, concerning Toleration 


of Religion, 


T HE Religion of the Papiſts is ſuperſtitious and 
Idolatrous; their Faith and Doctrine, erroneous 
and heretical, their Church in reſpect to both, Apoſta- 
tical. To give them therefore a Toleration, or to con- 
ſent that they may freely exerciſe their Religion, and 
Profeſs their Faith and Doctrine is a grievous ſin, and 
that in two reſpefts. yd 

Fer 1. It is to make ourſelves acceſſary not only to 
their Superſtitions, Idolatries, Hereſies, and in a word 
to all the abominations of Popery ; but alſo (which is a 
conſequent of the former) to the perdition of the ſeduced 
People, which periſh in the deluge of the Catholick 
Apoſtacy. | 

2. To grant them Toleration, in reſpect of any 
money to be given, or contribution to be made by them, 
is to ſet Religion to Sale, and with it, the Souls of the 
People, whom Chriſt our Saviour hath redeemed with 
his moſt precious blood. And as it is à great fin, ſo 


alſo a matter of great conſequence. The conſideration 
. whereof, we commend to the Wiſe and Judicious ; 


beſeeching the Zealous God of Truth, to make them 
obo are in authority, zealous of God's Glory, and of 
the advancement of true religion; Zealous, Reſolute, and 
Courageous againſt all Popery, Superftition, and Ido- 
latry. Amen. | 


James Armachanus, Mal. Caſchellen, Anth. 
Medenſis, Tho. Hernes and Laghlin, Ro. Dunen- 
ſis, &c. George Derens, Richard Corke, Cloyne, 
Roſſes, Andr. Alachadens, Tho. Kilmore and Ar- 


dagh, Theo. Dromore, Michael Waterford and 


Lyſmore, Fran. Lymerick. 


This 
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This Judgment of the Biſhops Doctor George 
Downham, Biſhop of Derry, at the next Meeting of 
the Aſſembly, April 23, 1627, -publiſhed at Chriſt 
Church, before the Lord Deputy and Council, in the 
midſt of his Sermon. 5 6 

The Preamble which he made to it (which I have 
from his own notes) was thus, viz. 

« Are not many amongſt us for gain and out- 
« ward reſpects, willing and ready to conſent to a 
ce toleration of falſe Religion, thereby making 
* themſelves guilty of a greater offence, in putting 
te to fale not only their own ſouls, but alſo the ſouls 
* of others. But was it to be thought of Toleration 
« of Religion, I will not deliver my own private 
* opinion, but the judgment of the Arch-Biſhops 
«© and Biſhops of this Kingdom, which I think good 
* to publiſh unto you, that whatſoever ſhall happen, 
te the world may know, that we were far from con- 
c ſenting to thoſe favours which the Papiſts expect. 

After he had publiſhed it, (and the people had 
given their votes alſo with a general acclamation, 
crying Amen), he added as followeth : 

1 anſwer, God forbid that what I have ſpoken for the 
maintenance of Religion, and the ſervice of God, ſhould. 
be thought to be any hinderance to the King's Service; 
but we are ſo far from that, as with all our hearts we 
defire not only the ſole army of Five Thouſand Five 
Hundred may be maintained, but alſo a for greater 
army, beſides that of trained Souldiers, be ſettled for 
«the defence of the Country : only this we defire, that 
bis gracious Majeſty will be pleaſed to reſerve to him- 
ſelf the moſt of thoſe peculiar graces which of late have 


. been offered, the greateſt whereof might much better be 


Jpared, than granted for the diſhonour of God, and the 
King; to the prejudice and impeachment of true religion, 
and countenance to the contrary; and what is wanted 
may be ſupplied by the country, and I ſhall exhort all 

SS -. good 
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good ſubjects, and ſcund Chriſtians, to ſhew their for- 
—_— in this bebalf, &c. The text the Biſhop 
took then was, Luke 1. 23, 24, 25. when he ſpake 
much againſt men's ſubordinating religion, and the 
keeping of a good conſcience for outward and 
worldly reſpects, while they ſet their ſouls to fale 
for earthy matters, &c. This Lord Primate, the 
next Lord's day picached before the ſame audi- 
tory; che text was, 1. fchn 5. 15. Love not the 
World, nor the things that are in the World; when 
he made the like application with the Biſhop, re- 
buking ſuch, who for worldly ends like Judas, fold 
Chriſt for 30 pieces of ſilver, or as Baalam following 
the wages of unrighteouſneſs, &c. foretelling, as he 
had often done, of judgments, for theſe our inclina- 
tionsto ſuch permiſſions and tolerations, that wherein 
men might think to be gainers, at the end they 
would be loſers; that ſpeech of Jeremiah to Baruch, 
of God's being about to pluck up what he had plant- 
ed, and to break down what he had built; and his 
bidding him not fo ſeek great things for bimſelf, 
he applied to theſe preſent times; the judgment of 
the Biſhops prevailed ſo much with the Proteſtants, 
that the propoſals were drove on very heavily ; and 
after much agitation of things, the Lord Deputy, 
finding the diſcontents between both parties enereaſ- 
ing, deſired the Lord Primate, as the fitteſt perſon 
both in regard of his eſteem in the Aſſembly, and being 
one of the Council, and ſo concerned in promoting 
the King's buſineſs, to ſum up the ſtate of things, and 
to move them to an abſolute Grant of ſome compe- 
tence, to the complying with the King's neceſſities, 
without any ſuch conditions; with which, upon their 
anſwer, he would ceaſe moving any further: which 
(upon very little warning) he did with much pru- 
| | dence, 
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dence, according to that double capacity of a Privy 
Councellor, and a Bijhop. 

A Copy of the ſpeech deſired of the Lord Primate, 
the Lord Deputy, has tranſmitted into England. But 
it did not prevail with the Aſſembly, to yield any thing 
to the ſupplying of the King's wants, TT it was 
diſſolved. 

The Lord Deputy Faikland, not long aden being 
himſelf called back to England, at his taking boat at 
the water ſide, reſerved the Lord Primate for the 
| laſt perſon to take leave of, and fell upon his knees 
on the Sands, and begged his bleſſing; which re- 
verend reſpect to him, gained a greater reputation 
to himſelf both in Ireland and England; and indeed, 
a great eſteem was ever had of him in his younger 
years, by the ſeveral Lord Deputies. 

And now a preferment, too early for thoſe years, 
for his ſake conferred upon me, was no temptation 
to me, though it took nie too ſoon from him: but 
not many years after, it pleaſed God I was called to 
him again, in being the Miniſter of Drogheda, the 
place of my ordination, and where himſelf reſided, 
and ſo had that happineſs renewed, till the year be- 
fore the Rebellion, when he came to England. 

The many letters that came to him on different 
occafions, ſoine for reſolution of difficulties in Divinity, 
others in caſes of conſcience, and practical ſubjects, 
was a great labour to anſwer: the copies of thany 
of which, I have ſeen under his hand. 

Twelve of the moſt eminent Divines in Landes, 
(who were wont when he was there, to apply them- 
ſelves to him as a Father, ſuch as Doctor Sibbs, and 
Dr. Preſton, &c. between whom and him there was 
a moſt entire affection) wrote then unto him for 
his direction of them in a body of Practical Divinity, 
which he returned them CC Ha, # 


And 
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And here let me give you ſome of his exemplary 
injunctions. Every Lord's day he preached in the 
forenoon, never failing but upon ſickneſs; in which 
he ſpent himſelf much. In the afternoon, this was 
his order to me, that (beſides the Catechiſing of the 
youth before public prayers) J ſhould after the firſt 
and fecond Leſſon, ſpend about half an hour in a 

brief and plain opening the principles of Religion, in 
the public Catechiſm ; and after that I was to preach 
alſo. Firft he directed me to go through the Creed 
at once, giving but the fum of each article; then 
next time at thrice; and afterwards each time an ar- 
ticle as they might be more able to bear it; and fo 
proportionably the Tex Commandmants, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Doctrine of the Sacraments. The 
good fruit of which was apparent in the peo- 
le. | 

His order throughout his Dzoceſs to the Miniſters 

was, to go through a body of Divinity, once a 
year, which he had drawn out accordingly, into 
fifty heads. When a public faſt was enjoyned, he 
kept it very ſtrictly, preached always firſt himſelf, 
at leaſt continuing two hours, and more than ordi- 
nary extending himſelf in prayer which in imitation 
of him, was accordingly (with the public ſervice) ob- 
ſerved by ſuch of us as ſucceeded in the duties of 
the day. | 

His expences were much in Books, while he enjoy- 

ed the means of his Arch-Biſboprick ; a certain ſum 
he laid aſide every year for that end, but eſpecially 
in getting of rare Manuſcripts, as well from 
remote parts of the world, as near at hand, He 
was the firſt that procured the Samaritan Bible, 
( hich is only the Pentatench) to the view of theſe 
MWMeſtern parts, as Mr. Selden acknowledgeth, It was 
ſent him from Syria, by the way of Aleppo, in the 
year 1625. He had four ſent him by a Factor he 
employed 
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employed for the ſearch of things of that nature, and 
were thought to be all that could be got: He 
gave one to the Library at Oxford, one to Ley- 
den, (for which Ludovicus de dien gives him public 
thanks, in a book dedicated to him) a third to 
Sir Robert Cotton's Library; and the fourth (having 
as I take it compared it with the others) he kept 
himſelf, The Old Teſtament in Syrick, a rarity 
alſo in theſe parts, was ſent to him from thence not 
long after. | | 

It would ſeem incredible to relate unto you how 
many years agone, he did confidently foretell the 
changes that have come to paſs in theſe dominions, 
both in Ireland and bere, in Church and State; And 
of the Poverty he expected to be brought unto him- 
ell, which he ſaid often in the midſt of his plenty. 

Some have much obſerved that text he took at 
St. Mary's, in Cambridge, in the. year 1625, on the 
late King's day, and the firſt annual ſolemnity of it; 
1 Sam. 12. 25. But if ye ſtill do wickedly, you ſhall 
be conſumed, both you and your King. Allo the laſt 
text he * at Court immediately before his 
return to Ireland, 1. Cor. 14. 33. God is not the 
Author of confuſion, but of Peace, as in all the Churches 
of the Saints: his application to the confuſions and 
diviſions, he was confident were at the doors, was 
then obſerved. | 

There is a paſſage in his book called Eccigſiarum 
Britanicarum Antiquitates, page 556 where after 
he has related the manner of the utter deſtruc- 
tion of Church and State, by the Saxons, about 
$50 years after Chriſt, according to Gildas, he 
gives a double cauſe of his prolixity : Partly that 
the Divine Fuſtice might the rather from thence, 
appear unto us, the ſins of all forts and degrees 
being now come to their utmoſt height in the not only 

ſhaking 
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ſhaking the foundation, of the Britiſh Church and 
State, but the deſtroying them, and alma utterly over- 
turning them. Partly that even we might the rather 
be in great fear that cur turn is accordingly coming, 
and often call to mind that of the Apoſtles, behold the 
goodneſs and ſeverity of God : on them which fell, 
ſeverity; but towards thee goodneſs; if thou con- 
tinue in his goodneſs, otherwiſe, thou ſhalt alſo be 
cut off. Which by our Reformation, I pray may be 
prevented. 9 
He often acknowledged, that ſometimes what he 4 
reſolved in his Sermon not to utter, when he came 
to it, was like Jeremiab's firs, ſhut up in his bones, 
that be could not forbear, unleſs he would have ſtood 
mute, and have proceeded no further; whereof I 
might give you many inſtances ; as of his boldneſs 
and freedom in the pulpit, reproving what he did 
not approve in the greateſt, even before Kings be was 
not aſhamed: and his preaching was with Authority ; 
he often ſtood in the gap, in oppoſition to errors and 
falſe Doctrines; he withſtood to the face any toleration 
of Popery and Superſtition, by whomſoever attempt- 
ed; like Shammah, one of the prime worthies of 1 
David, defending a field of Gentiles from the breaking 
in of a whole troop of Philiftines. At the hearing of WM 
him I have thought of that ſpeech in the P/am, The 4 
zeal of thy houſe hath eaten me up. A 
I remember a ſpeech of his, in the year 1624, 1 
uttered before many witneſſes, which he hath often 3 
confirmed ſince, viz. That he was perſuaded the 4 
greateſt flroke to the Reformed Church was to come yet, 
that the time of the utter ruin of the See of Rome ſhould 
be, when ſhe thought herſelf moſt ſecure; according to 
that of Babylon at her deſtruction, Revel. 1. 18, 7. 
- which he thought to be meant of the ſame, be b 
ſay I fit as 4 Queen, and ſhall ſee no more ſorrow. 
His farewell Sermon, in or very near the place 
| where 
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where he had lived and preached in England, was 
then much obſerved; James 1. 25. Sin when it is 
finiſhed, bringeth forth death; his application of it 
to the fulne/s of the ſins of this Nation, which cer- 
tainly would bring forth deſtruction, that the Har- 
veſt of the Earth was ripe, and the Angel putting in his 
fickle; applying that of the Ephab in the viſion of 
Zach. 5. when it was filled with wickedneſs, and 
that of the Amerites, when their iniquity was full, 
were then deſtroyed, &c. affected much the auditory, 
as for private diſcourſes, none acquainted with him 
but can be witneſſes of the like. Hundreds alive at 
this day have laid them up in their hearts, and by 
what hath fallen out already, do aſſure their expec- 
tation in future. | 

The laſt time he was in London, he did much la- 
ment with great throbs of heart, the disjointing of 
affections, and the deadly hatred he ſaw kindling in 
the minds of men one againſt another, by the ſe- 
veral opinions in matters of Religion: ſame of them 
in oppoſition to Miniſters, both to the office and 
maintenance, contemning the Sacraments; others 
raiſing and ſpreading damnable Doctrines, herefies, 
and blaſphemies; he was confident that the enemy's 
ſowing theſe up and down the Nation, where 
Priefts, Friars, and Jeſuits, and ſuch like Popiſh 
Agents, ſent -out of their Seminaries from beyond 
Sea, in other diſguiſes; who by their numbers 
multiplying amongſt us in London, as elſewhere, do 
expect accordingly a great harveſt of thoſe ſeeds 
ſhortly; and he was perſuaded, if not timely weeded 
out by a ſevere ſuppreſſing them ; would either tend 
to Popery, or Maſſacre, or both: adding therewith, 
how willing he was (if God fo pleaſed) to be taken 
away before that evil came, which he was confi- 
dent would, unleſs there were ſpeedy Reformation. 

In the year 1640, he came out of Ireland, hither, 

E | being 
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being invited over by ſome eminent perſons, upon 
the then difference between the late King and Par- 
lament; only this I take notice of, it was God's 
ſpecial Providence for bis preſervation, it being the 
year before the Rebellion of Ireland: as if according 
to the Angel's Speech to Lot, nothing could be done, till 
be were come hither, and eſcaped to Zoar. At my tak- 
ing leave of him, I cannot forget the ſerious prepara- 
tive he gave me againſt the heavy ſorrows and miſeries 
I ſhould fee before I ſaw him again; and with that 
confidence, as if it had been within view: it put 
mee in mind of the word of Amos 3. 7. Surely the 

} Lord will do nothing, but he will reveal it unto his 

38 Servants the Prophets. 

His Library known to be a copious one, the firſt 
year of the Rebellion of Ireland, 1641, was with us 
in Drogheda, when we were beſieged four months by 
the Iriſþ Rebels, making no queſtion of devouring 
us; the Library which I had the cuſtody of, the 
Priefts and Friars without, talked much of the prize 
they ſhould have of it, and the barbarous multitude, 
of burning it, and of me by the flame of the Books, 

inſtead of Faggots; but it pleaſed God in anſwer of 
our Prayers, wonderfully to deliver us, and the Li- 
brary out of their hands; and ſo the whole, with all 
his Manuſcripts, were ſent him that Summer to 
Cheſter, and are ſtill preſerved; I do believe his 
prayers were very prevalent for us. 

The ſufferings he now lay under were many. All 
his perſonal Eſtate, and what elſe belonged to his 
Primacy in Ireland, was deſtroyed, only at preſent 
he was preacher at Covent Garden Church. 

In the year 1641, the great buſineſs of the Earl 
of Strafford, came on. The Prelate's loſſes in Ireland 
and by the diſturbances of the times, and perpetually 
removing, left him no certain Dwelling place; that the 
ſaying of David in Pſal. 56. 8. was often in his 
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thoughts, Thou telleſt my wandering, put thou my tears 
into thy bottle. Some of thoſe evidences St. Paul 
produceth to prove himſelf the Miniſter of Chriſt, 
2 Cor. 6. 3. were appliable to him; In much pati- 
ence, in affliftions, in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in tu- 
mults, or toſſings to and fro; in labeurs, in watch- 
ings and faſtings; by honour and diſhenour, by evil 
report, and good report ; as deceivers, and yet true ; 


4 unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and 
'* behold we live; as chaſtened, and not killed; as 
'  forrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet mak- 


ing many rich; as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſ- 
ing all things. In perils by journeyings, in perils by 
robbers, in perils by his own countrymen, in 7 
by falſe brethren ; in wearineſs and painfulneſs, &c. 
beſides the care of the Churches coming daily upon bim, 
which by learned men of other Churches he was of- 
ten put in mind of. | 

In the year 1644, the late King going to Ox- 
ford, he preached before him, November 5, on 
the Gunpowader-treaſon day. The text was Nebem. 
4, 11. And our adverſaries faid, they ſhall not 
know, neither ſee, till we come in the midſt among 
them, and flay them, and cauſe their works to ceaſe. 
A moſt apt text for the day ; but the paſſage in his 
Sermon againſt the Papiſts, adviſing not to repoſe 
any truſt in them, that upon the firſt opportunity they 
will ſerve us bere as they did the poor Proteſtants in 
Ireland, offended ſome perſons there attending. 

In March following, he went from thence into 
Wales, to Cardiff, in Glamorganſbire, and abode with 
his daughter. In 1645, September 16, he remov- 
ed from thence to St. Donnet's, the Lady Strad- 
lings, when by the way he was barbarouſly uſed by 
ſome Soldiers; and plucked off bis borſe: they broke 
open two of his trunks full of Books, zoo all away, 
amongſt which, he loſt two Mannſcripts of the Hi/- 
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tory of the Waldenes, which he never got again; 
moſt of the other Books were reſtored, by the 
preachers exhorting of all ſorts in their Sermons to 
that end: but thoſe two Manuſcripts, though the 
moſt meanly clad, he never could hear of. It gave 
a ſuſpicion, that ſome Prieſt or Jeſuit in diſguiſe, 
lit on them. It much grieved him, they being of 
uſe towards finiſhing that Book De Eccleftarum 
Chriſtianarum ſucceſſione & ſtatu. 

Not long after he fell into a painful ſickneſs, bled 
four days together, ſo that he ſwounded, and all 
hope of life was paſt: his death was lamented, 
and believed at Court, that a Letter came over 
for a Succeſſor in his Primacy in Ireland: Ne- 
vertheleſs he recovered, and in the ycar 1646, 
June 11, he came to London, when the Counteſs of 
Peterborougb gladly received him. 

After ſome ſpace he was choſen to be preacher 
to the Honourable Society of Lincoln's Inn, where he 
continued ſeveral years, with great reſpect; till by 
the loſs of his fgh?t, that he could not read his text, 
and decay of ftrength, he was adviſed by his friends 
to forbear, and to reſerve himſelf and the remainder 
of his ſpirits, to writing ſuch Books, he expected to 
complete. | 

Spectacles could help him only when the Sun ſhone, 
then he could fee at a Window, which he hourly 
followed from room to room, 1n the houſe he lived 
in, in Winter the Window was often opened for him to 
write at, the ſucceeding Summer he conceived would 
be the laſt he could make uſe of his eyes; and it was 
a wonder they-were not worn out long ago. The 
next Winter he intended to have an Amanuenſis to 
write for him, but God prevented it by raking him 
to the ſight of himſelf. He was prevailed with to 
preach in Gray's Inn, on November 5. 1654. At 
the Temple, at Mr. Seldens Funeral, and two other 
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places in the City occaſionally, all which were 
very effectual, in the converſion of many that came 
to hear; and indeed, ſeldom did that ſword, drawn 
by him, return empty, the laſt Sermon he preached, 
was about Michaelmas, at Hammerſmith. 

He then told me how much he was troubled, that 
he found himſelf unable to continue preaching, bis 
very dreams were on it, and though he had been 
about fifty- five years a preacher, y*-t he had reſolved 
this Summer in ſome ſmall Church or Chapel, to have 

returned fully to it again. 

Ihe Parliament for ſome years had been bounti- 
ful towards him, in an annual Stipend; but the laſt 
two years of their ſitting, it fell out to be ſuſpended. 
After their diſſolution the care of him was renewed 
by his Highneſs Oliver Cromwell, the Lord Protector; 
by whoſe tenderneſs a competent allowance was 
given him, for his ſubſiſtence, which contented him, 
which I received for him to his laſt, with other 
very conſiderable ſums extraordinary. | 

All that knew him found him very communica- 
tive. He was not ſo ſevere as to diſown the Mini- 
ſtery of other Reformed Churches; but declared, he 
did love and honour them as true Members of the 
Church Univerſal, and was ready both for the Mini- 
fers of Holland and France, to teſtify his Communion 

The night before he left London, Oh! the hum- 
ble expreſſions of his own unworthyneſs, and the de- 
meaning of himſelf, as if he had been the leaſt of all 
Saints, which he uttered with many tears: it wrought 
much upon us who found ourſelves ſo much beneath 
him; he did then, as he had otten before, wiſh 
us to prepare for affliftions and trials, which he was 
perſuaded were not far from us. And the next morn- 
ing, being February 13, 1655, I took my laſt leave 
of him; and having ſtayed ar London fifty-one 
days, for ſo we found it punctually noted by himſelf 
| | 2 


30 THE LIFE AND DETH 


in a Book ; it being his cuſtom, with David, ſo to 
number out his days, for the place and manner of 
ſpending them, he returned to Ryegate, to the Coun- 
teſs of Peterborough's; from whence, though I had 
often Letters from him I ſaw him no more. 
The day he firſt ſickened March 20, he had been 
(as every day) well buſied; happy is that Servant, 
who, when his maſter comes, is found ſo doing: Moſt 
part of it, as long as he had light, he was at his 
Study, proceeding in his Chronologia Sacra, clearing 
of all doubts in his former Books, viz, The Annals 
of the Bible, in which he had gone as far as the 
Judges. where the laſt he wrote was; hic preterea 
notandum, but returned not to give it. He went 
from thence to viſit a Gentlewoman, then ſick in 
the houſe, gave her a moſt excellent preparatory 
inſtruction for death, with ſome advices in prac- 
tical matters, for three-quarters of an hour, but 
in ſuch an heavenly manner, as if like Moſes on 
Mount Nebo, his eyes had been then ſtrengthened 
to the fight of that celeſtial Canaan, or with St. Paul 
in his rapture, had been within the gate of Heaven, 
to which, like Jacob, he was now nearer than be was 
aware. | | 25 
That night about eight of the Clock he firſt com- 
plained of his hip, judging it to be a touch of the 
Sciatica, which about 35 years ago, he had by ſit- 
ting up late in the College Library of Dublin. By 
an Ointment, he was caſed of it, and took ſome 
reſt that night. In the morning he complained of a 
great pain in his fide; a Phyſician was ſent for, who 
did that which he conceived fit for him ; but it con- 
tinuing, and his ſpirits decaying, he applied him 
ſelf to prayer, and upon the abatement of the pain, 
to adviſing thoſe about him, to provide in their 
health for the expectation of death, that then they 
might have nothing elſe to do but die, which, * a 
| ort 


OF ARCH-BISHOP USHER. 31 


ſhort ſettlement of the things of this world, he took a 
great content to find the approach of. | 

In Prayer he had the aſſiſtance of a Miniſter then 
preſent, but afterwards deſired to be left to his own | 
private meditations. His laſt words he was heard 
to utter in prayer, about one o'clock in the after- 
noon, not long after which he died, was but Lord, 
in ſpecial forgive my fins of omiſſion. Thus ended his 
valuable life, which wasever employed in his maſter's 
- buſineſs, either preaching, writing, reading, or (as of 
late) others reading to him; ever either reſolving of 
doubts, exborting, inſtructing, or giving good and 
holy counſel, to ſuch as came to viſit him. 

March 21, in the year 1655, was the day of his 
death, and his tranſlation unto Heaven, having been 
juſt thirty-one years Primate of Ireland. If he be 
the laſt, and the See do expire with him, it hath 
made a good end, and hath had an honourable cloſe of 
the eyes it in him. 

Much to the honour of Oliver Cromwell, be it 
ſpoken, how great an eſteem his Highneſs the Lord 
Protector, had for him, which was manifeſted not 
only in giving him an honourable burial az the public 
charge, in Henry the Seventh's Chapel, at Weſt- 
minſter, whereby the honour of the nation will be 
perpetuated in his memory, but in extending to his 
relations, what was before intended for him, in the 
grant of ſome of the lands of the Primacy of Ar- 


magh, in Ireland, for twenty-one years, towards 
their ſupport. 
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